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Most Tenants Lose on Their First Rental… 
Without Ever Seeing It Coming. 
They sign the lease excitedly, move in, then get hit with surprises, deducted 
deposits, and miserable living conditions all while paying premium rent in the 
heat. 
 
This guide gives you the exact checklist used by the smartest tenants. 
 
The Brutal Truth Most Landlords Don’t Want You to Know 
Online photos look perfect. 
But once you’re locked into a 12-month lease, hidden problems become your 
expensive problem. 
 

Here are the 7 Hidden Rental Red Flags that cost tenants the most: 
 

1. Weak or Broken Air Conditioning 

Summers are brutal with temperatures regularly exceeding 100°F. A weak or 
failing AC system is one of the fastest ways to turn your rental into an expensive, 
uncomfortable nightmare. 

Warning signs: 

●​ Poor cooling even when running constantly 
●​ Strange noises (grinding, rattling, or clicking) 
●​ Weak or uneven airflow from vents 
●​ Unit short-cycling (turning on and off frequently) 

Real cost if ignored: 

Extra per month on electricity bills, sleepless hot nights, and constant discomfort 
for you and your family. 
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2. Hidden Water Damage & Mold 

Frequent rain, humidity, and flash floods make hidden water damage very 
common especially in properties with older roofs, poor drainage, or past leaks. 
Once moisture gets behind walls or under floors, mold can grow quickly 

Warning signs: 

●​ Discolored stains on walls or ceilings 
●​ Musty or damp smells 
●​ Soft, spongy, or bubbling floors/walls 

Real cost if ignored: 

Serious health issues (respiratory problems, allergies), thousands in potential 
medical bills, long-term property damage, and losing most or all of your security 
deposit at move-out. 

 

3. Pest Infestations 

San Antonio’s warm, humid climate creates the perfect environment for pests to 
thrive  especially in older homes, properties near greenbelts, or areas with poor 
drainage and overgrown landscaping. 

Warning signs: 

●​ Droppings, dead bugs, gnaw marks, or strange odors 
●​ Cockroaches, rodents, termites, ants, or bed bugs 

Real cost if ignored: 

Recurring exterminator visits, damaged property, and major embarrassment 
when guests visit. 

 
 
 
 
 



 

4. Plumbing Nightmares 

Older properties and hard water often lead to aging pipes and hidden plumbing 
issues that get worse over time. 

Warning signs: 

●​ Slow-draining sinks, tubs, or showers 
●​ Leaks under sinks or around fixtures 
●​ Toilets that run constantly or have weak flushes 
●​ Low water pressure throughout the property 

Real cost if ignored: 

Hidden water damage that spreads behind walls and under floors, expensive 
repairs, and being held financially responsible at move-out even if the problem 
existed before you moved in. 

 
5. Electrical Hazards 

Older Properties frequently have outdated wiring, overloaded panels, and 
ungrounded outlets that pose serious safety risks. 

Warning signs: 

●​ Flickering or dimming lights 
●​ Dead outlets or outlets that feel warm/hot 
●​ Burn marks around sockets or switches 
●​ Exposed wiring or buzzing sounds 

Real cost if ignored: 

Significant fire risk, potential injury, and expensive repairs that the landlord may 
try to bill you for even if the issue predates your tenancy. 

 
 
 
 
 



 

6. Failing Appliances 

Many landlords provide old or poorly maintained appliances that break down 
shortly after you move in. 

Warning signs: 

●​ Oven or stove that heats unevenly or not at all 
●​ Refrigerator that fails to keep proper temperature 
●​ Washer or dryer that leaks, vibrates loudly, or doesn’t spin correctly 

Real cost if ignored: 

Hundreds (sometimes thousands) of dollars out of your own pocket to repair or 
replace items that should be the landlord’s responsibility. 

 
7. Lease Traps & Documentation Games 

Some landlords rely on vague language and poor documentation to shift 
responsibility onto tenants. 

Warning signs: 

●​ Pre-existing damage not properly documented 
●​ Unclear or one-sided maintenance/repair clauses 
●​ Vague security deposit language or “normal wear and tear” loopholes 

Real cost if ignored: 

Losing your entire security deposit (often $1,000–$2,500+) for issues that were 
already present before you moved in. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

How to Protect Yourself 
 
Option A (Risky): 

Do a quick walkthrough yourself, take a few photos, and hope the landlord is 
honest. 

Option B (The Smart Move): 

Get a professional pre-lease inspection and know exactly what you’re getting into 
before you sign anything. 

Armed with a detailed report, you can negotiate repairs and fixes upfront or 
confidently walk away and avoid a costly rental nightmare. 
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